


Pat Wright 

4515 Panorama Dr 

La Mesa, CA 91941 

(619) 757-7426 

pat@pan.sdcoxmail.com 

November 10, 2024 

Office of Administrative Law 

300 Capitol Mall, Suite 1250 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Petition for Regulatory Change Regarding the Legal Status of Domestic Ferrets in 

California 

Dear Office of Administrative Law: 

I am submitting this petition, dated November 10, 2024, for your review and consideration. This 

petition requests a regulatory change to reclassify domestic ferrets in California and address the 

lack of legal recognition for ferrets as domestic animals. Currently, the California Fish and Game 

Commission bans ferrets without sufficient evidence or public hearings, and we believe this 

regulatory action to be outdated and unjustified. 

Sincerely, 

 

Pat Wright 



Petition for Regulatory Change 

Submitted to: Office of Administrative Law 

Date: November 10th, 2024 

Petitioner Information: 

Name: Pat Wright 

Address: 4515 Panorama Dr., La Mesa, CA 91941 

Phone: (619) 303-0645 or cell (619) 757-7426 

Email: CLIFFNotes@legalizeferrets.org 

I am submitting this petition as both an individual and as a representative of LegalizeFerrets.org, 

an organization dedicated to the legalization of domestic ferrets as pets in California. 

 

Subject of the Petition: 

This petition requests the amendment of the regulation banning domestic ferrets as pets in 

California, specifically as enforced by the California Department of Fish and Game and codified 

in Title 14, Section 671 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR). 

 

Basis for the Petition: 

1. Violation of the Administrative Procedure Act (APA): 

The original ban on domestic ferrets, enacted in 1931, predates the establishment of the 

APA and the Office of Administrative Law (OAL). As a result, this regulation has never 

been subjected to the rigorous procedural and evidentiary requirements that California 

law now mandates. Since the APA’s passage in 1945, all state regulations are required 

to follow a formal process, including the collection of public testimony, environmental 

impact assessments, and the consideration of scientific evidence. The ferret ban fails to 

meet these modern standards. 

2. Failure to Update or Reassess the Regulation: 

The current ferret ban, codified under Title 14, Section 671, has never been reviewed or 

reassessed in light of significant advances in our understanding of animal domestication. 

The ban continues to rely on outdated assumptions rather than contemporary evidence, 

violating the APA’s principles of transparency, public participation, and reliance on 

substantial evidence. Given the lack of proper procedural review, the OAL should require 

the California Fish and Game Commission to re-examine this regulation under APA 

standards. 

3. Absence of Evidence: 

There is no substantive evidence that domestic ferrets pose a risk to native wildlife or 

agricultural interests. As pets, ferrets are domesticated animals, similar to cats and dogs, 

and pose no unique threat justifying their continued classification as prohibited. The ban 

is based on outdated assumptions, and there is a substantial body of scientific evidence 

demonstrating that ferrets do not have the detrimental impact claimed by proponents of 

the ban. 



4. Obstacles to Reassessing the Regulation: 

Despite multiple efforts by stakeholders and concerned citizens to bring the issue of 

domestic ferret ownership back into the public forum, the California Department of Fish 

and Game has consistently resisted calls for reassessment. Public input has been 

disregarded, and petitions requesting a review of the ban have largely been ignored. 

These actions further underscore the lack of transparency and public participation in the 

continued enforcement of the ferret ban. This resistance has obstructed efforts to bring 

the regulation in line with modern legal and scientific standards, denying Californians the 

opportunity to have their voices heard on this important issue. 

 

Requested Action: 

I respectfully request that the Office of Administrative Law review and determine whether the 

ferret ban under Title 14, Section 671, complies with the APA and related statutes. Specifically, I 

am requesting the following actions: 

1. Amendment of Title 14, Section 671: 

Amend the regulation to remove domestic ferrets from the list of restricted species in 

California, as their classification was improperly enacted and lacks the necessary 

scientific and procedural support. The amendment would allow the legal ownership of 

domestic ferrets, with any reasonable conditions for their care or housing, such as rabies 

vaccinations or registration, if necessary. 

 

Supporting Documents: 

I have attached the following documents in support of this petition: 

Exhibit A: 

Fish and Game Code §2116 

This section defines "wild animals" for regulatory purposes, highlighting how ferrets do not meet 

the definition of a wild animal based on their long history of domestication. 

Exhibit A2: 

Fish and Game Code §2116.5 

Provides further clarification on what constitutes a “domestic” animal, supporting the 

classification of ferrets as domesticated pets rather than wild animals. 

Exhibit B: 

Proof of Domestic Status 

Documents and expert opinions demonstrating that domestic ferrets (Mustela putorius furo) 

have been bred and kept as pets for thousands of years, similar to cats and dogs. 

Exhibit C: 

California Civil Code §655 

This section defines what constitutes “property” in California, supporting the argument that 

domestic animals like ferrets should be legally recognized as personal property, which citizens 

have the right to own. 



Exhibit D: 

Ferret Bite Statistics 

Presents data showing that ferret bites are rare and less dangerous than bites from other 

common pets, such as dogs and cats. This counters the argument that ferrets pose a significant 

risk to public safety. 

Exhibit D2: 

Ferret Rabies Vaccine 

Documents the existence and effectiveness of ferret rabies vaccines, addressing concerns 

about ferrets transmitting rabies and supporting the case for regulated ownership (similar to 

dogs and cats). 

Exhibit E: 

Original Environmental Report 

Provides the environmental review used to justify the original ferret ban, demonstrating that this 

review is outdated and does not reflect current scientific understanding or environmental 

realities. 

Exhibit E2: 

Peer-Reviewed Environmental Report 

Offers updated, peer-reviewed environmental studies that show domestic ferrets do not pose a 

threat to California’s wildlife or ecosystems, countering the original justification for the ban. 

Exhibit F: 

Legal Status of Ferrets in 48 States 

Shows that ferrets are legal in 48 other states, without any documented environmental or public 

safety issues, reinforcing that California’s ban is an outlier and based on outdated information. 

Exhibit G: 

Lack of Feral Ferret Populations 

Presents evidence that feral populations of domestic ferrets have not developed in any states 

where ferrets are legal, countering fears that allowing ferrets as pets in California would lead to 

feral populations that could harm wildlife. 

 

Conclusion: 

The current ferret ban is outdated and unjustified. It does not comply with the procedural or 

substantive requirements of California law. I respectfully request that the OAL review this 

regulation and take appropriate action to amend it, in the interest of fairness, transparency, and 

public benefit. 

Thank you for your consideration of this petition. 

Sincerely, 

Pat Wright 

LegalizeFerrets.org 

4515 Panorama Dr., La Mesa, CA 91941 

(619) 303-0645 or cell (619) 757-7426 

CLIFFNotes@legalizeferrets.org 
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Exhibit A Fish and Game Code 2116
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Exhibit A -2 Fish and Game Code 2116.5
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What is the most authoritative proof that domestic ferrets are domestic? 
ChatGPT 

The domestication of ferrets is supported by historical evidence, behavioral characteristics, and 
their long association with humans. While there might not be a single "most authoritative" proof, 
a combination of factors contributes to the understanding of ferrets as domesticated animals. 
Here are some key points that support the domestication of ferrets: 

1. Historical Use: 
o Ferrets have been historically used by humans for specific purposes, such as 

hunting rodents. References to ferrets can be found in ancient texts, including 
Grecian plays from 450 BC and Roman documents around the time of Christ. 
This historical association with humans for specific tasks is indicative of 
domestication. 

2. Controlled Reproduction: 
o Domesticated animals typically have their reproduction controlled by humans. 

Humans have actively controlled ferret breeding for a long time, selecting for 
specific traits, behaviors, and characteristics. 

3. Behavioral Changes: 
o Domestic ferrets exhibit behavioral changes from their wild counterparts, 

including a decrease in aggressive behaviors. They also demonstrate the ability to 
live in groups, which is not common among wild animals of the same species. 
These behavioral changes are common consequences of domestication. 

4. Physical Changes: 
o Domestic ferrets show physical changes compared to wild counterparts, including 

variations in fur color (albinism), body size, and skull shape. These changes are 
often associated with the domestication process. 

5. Long Association with Humans: 
o Ferrets have been associated with humans for thousands of years, providing 

companionship and serving utilitarian purposes. This long and close association 
supports the idea of domestication. 

6. Usefulness to Humans: 
o One criterion for domestication is that the species should provide a service or 

product that is useful to humans. Ferrets historically served as effective hunters of 
rabbits and rodents, contributing to their usefulness. 

While each of these points contributes to the understanding of ferrets as domesticated, it's the 
combination of these factors that provides a strong case for their domestication. Additionally, 
scientific studies and historical records collectively support the notion that ferrets are domestic 
animals. The exhibit you've mentioned earlier, labeled as Exhibit B: Proof of Domestication, 
seems to capture some of these elements and can be a valuable reference in your case. 

 



2022 California Code
Civil Code - CIV
DIVISION 2 - PROPERTY
PART 1 - PROPERTY IN GENERAL
TITLE 1 - NATURE OF PROPERTY
Section 655.

Universal Citation: CA Civ Code § 655 (2022)

655. There may be ownership of all inanimate things which are capable of appropriation or

of manual delivery; of all domestic animals; of all obligations; of such products of labor or

skill as the composition of an author, the good will of a business, trade marks and signs,

and of rights created or granted by statute.

(Enacted 1872.)

Disclaimer: These codes may not be the most recent version. California may have more current or

accurate information. We make no warranties or guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or

adequacy of the information contained on this site or the information linked to on the state site. Please

check official sources.

This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

Go to previous versions of this Section

California Civil Code § 655 (2022) :: 2022 California Code :: US Codes... https://law.justia.com/codes/california/2022/code-civ/division-2/part-1/ti...

1 of 2 1/23/2024, 2:04 PM

https://law.justia.com/citations.html
https://law.justia.com/citations.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/states.html
https://law.justia.com/codes/states.html
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://policies.google.com/terms
Exhibit C 
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Exhibit D 

 

**Exhibit: Absence of O icial Ferret Bite Statistics in the USA** 

 

As of the date of this petition, there is a notable absence of o icial and comprehensive 
statistics regarding ferret bites in the United States. Unlike more common pets such as 
dogs and cats, ferrets do not have a well-documented history of bites that is systematically 
recorded and reported at a national level. 

 

E orts to locate statistical data on ferret bites have been inconclusive, indicating a gap in 
o icial records or studies specific to ferret-related incidents. The limited availability of 
such statistics may be attributed to the relatively smaller population of ferrets as pets 
compared to more prevalent domestic animals. 

 

This exhibit aims to highlight the challenge in obtaining o icial ferret bite statistics, 
emphasizing that the absence of such data contributes to the complexity of assessing the 
frequency and severity of ferret bites on a national scale. In the absence of comprehensive 
statistics, it is crucial to consider alternative sources of information, including veterinary 
records, animal control reports, and community forums. 

 

While ferret bites, if they occur, can have consequences, the scarcity of o icial statistics 
underscores the need for further research and data collection to better understand and 
address any potential issues associated with ferret ownership. 



Exhibit D-2 Ferret Rabies Vaccine
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Exhibit E - Original Environmental Report
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 �� ���������� ��������������� �������!� ��� ���"������#����#������������$!��!�!������������%�!����!������&'���������$�������	� ��(�#���)�* ����+�,���$��� �'�� ������%�������"�#���������"�%���� �����-�. ��#'��������� ����/� 0�0�� ��""����%�#'���������������%���%'�� ���)�'������� ���/��'#����"�* ����+�,���$��� )��(���%���� �(�#����0�1�2�)������ �0�� ����-�. ��#'��������� ��3��#����#'��������������/� ����14�)�����5'���� ���$� ���������/� ��������%%��������1647)�����"��%%���������������� �0�� �"� �-�. ��#'��������� �������!��-�. ��#'������� ��%����������%���,�����%� �/� ���� ����5� �!�#� ���)��'�!�����!����������������/� ���������%�+�,���!�#�����)����%���!�����������$��� �'�� ������5������0�#�0��(��������������#�� ��%���������!����""���� �����%��������)�.'��!'#�������$������"�����' ���� �������0���!���! �����"����8��%�����'��������������!�� �'�� �%����.����0���!�0�#�0�.���������'�)��� /�����/���� ��"� �!'#���%������)�� �� ��������%�������"� �%������������ ��%��
�/�%������������#�0������. ��%�$��!�����/���������)� ��'���������%���� �'��� ��������'��!0. �%�)�$!��!�!'#����#�0�'�,��$����0�����'#�����!� ���/�%�������������"�"��!�9�'�!�����!��������#� �0)� '""����%� �'�%���.0:�����!� #�����/��"��!����%'��������������/��"��!����'��������9�'�!������,��� �'�)�$����0�)�0����$��� �!���%����"��!:��! ����������� ����%���##� �����"��!������%'�� 0��!������/��'�%������#����1;�7�.����������'���0���%��'��� ���6<)����=�.��>�9�(�����&'����������!����/�)���?������ �=�����"�5������������* ����5��$� ,�@�*��� ��!����%'���������������3��!���ABB$$$��������� �B�(������B����!�#:��CDEDFDED� GHIJKILMN�OJKJPLQLMN�RQHKHSLQ�TSUMQIV������./��'��.���"�����������#����#������"�"�  ���������-������$�'�%�.���!��� ��������"��������������0���#���%��!������ �������"������������ �� �#� �/��'������!���$�'�%����0�.����.���"�����������#����#������"��!����������� �� �#� �/��'����(���%�%��!��������"� '�������!������������� �� �#������!� ����������������#���.���"�������!�����#'�'���"��!������� �%����%������'���0���%'�� 0����� �8"�  ���� ����-����������������� �� �%'��%�!� �A�W	�  ���"����� �)��!��/����#�=� ��0��"�$!�#�� ��$� ,����� �� �"���������$�#���.��$�����!��������"��7���%�7;)����'���0�����%��������#���%�1;���#�����������!�� ���������"��%)�#�%������� �)��'���������%���0�)���%)���� �������0)�� �/��������%��� ���������������!�#�����!���"�  ����!�$���9�!�0�����%�����%%��������1<2)���)���������������(��:�>�9�����)��!���������%��!�#.��<XX�:���5����!�$�/� ��!����!���������"�����"� ����%���������'  ����0����� "� ��$��!��!��������"�"�  ��8 �����%������ �%'������� �8"�  ���� ����-������������� �'���!�����"� ������!��.������"�  ����!�������%/� ��������#����#��������(�� ����� ��� �/�%�%A�W��"� ������!���'�������� 0�.���$������������ ���' ����>�9	�  �������0#�'��4�<�:�� �W�!���	*Y����� ������������ �����0�� �%'����"��������������!������ �#�����"�	��%���%�� ��'��' ��#'�����"� ����!��.�������������������������������	 �#�<X6�����<XX7)��!���'#.� ��"����� ���������!������ ����%�#� ���!���42���� ����)�" �#�Z�����472��[!�����!������ �#�����"�� ��'��' ��$��Y���'����� ���������"� ������!��������0)�������%�'.���(���������!���	*������"�!����&'��%� �%��'.���� ���' ����!��%����#�������)�� �%'������'�����%�"���8�!�������%�$ ����������� ��������������������!��������-�������"�"�  �����
�������$������#���0���"� ������!����$)����%�������#��0����"�/����$���"� ��#�����""��� ��������������\"�  ���.'��Y�>�9���<6)�+0��!�<XX2:���� �!����	� #�����
����. �'�!������$�'������������!������"� ����	��!���%�*�#����##�������9"���%�����#.� �X)�<XX2)�������������'��0��'�� �� ���' �:�����!��� �'�%���!�����#��������!���. ��%�"�  ����� ���%/� ���0������#�����0��""����%)�����!�0�� ��� ���'%�%�" �#�������������"�  �����������"� ���3��!���'���$��������'�����"'�����!�������#����#�����)�.��!�.���"��������%��%/� ��)��"�"�  ���������-������#�0����%����.������0-�%�"' �!� �����!���
���]̂_̂]̂� àbbcde�cfg�hijfjkf����������-���!���#�� ���������%�������������"�"�  �����������"� ����.0��������0��!����)���	*������ ���$�'�%����%����.���%% ����%���%�#�������%�����	*��������� ��%�$��!��!��������"�#���������� ��'���� 0�� �� �#�"� �"�  ���3��������������� ��"�
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��� ������� �&���������#� ��"��$�����������
��� ���� ���" �����������������(�#�+������#� ����� �&�$�%� ���%� '��������$���������� ��� $����%�  ������X�#�������$�#�+������#� �����������"���$�����"$���.�b�&���.}}###��� ���� �&�����,}�
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0�9�����������9�1��/�9�����2�99����_MLHKEFJ�XLKPOGLH�2��NLOP�[�̀���/�������69�����99����������=�A��9����9����������8]5]T]4�����2��?��=B���B���/����@����9���3CC���=��i6��������A���22�����2�A��6�����/������������06�������=���9�1T����=����?�=�A��69��2�2�99����_fLKPOGLH�NLOP�[�̀����=�A��69����9���������8�4CT�aa�����������B�Z��B���/���	��@��=�6����334���=��/=��/�9��.��29�0��=��2�99����Z�69�����2��0�9����1���/�������5_]̀8\�eT\�C���90��9���B�@�<�B���/���<����=��1���3\��������̂�������2��������/����0��9������̂������������9.����9����������]�8�45T�44����=���B���<�B���/��������=�0������3e\����0���=�9����9��������2��=���.6������/��.�����2��=���69�������������B��=�������������������/��=��/�0������2�99�����9����/������2��=��Y�����1�������1��2�[��/�����e8]�CT]]]����.�����B�
������aa���
��9�/6��/�0�00������/�0�/����2�9�9����9�����������������������9A������3384�T35������=9��=B�����3]a��	698����9���������9���������9������T<���������B�7�;���9.B�5CC����������B�������aa���<6�?��/91���/�0�����0�����2��=��/�0������2�99����[�?���0���]�_è8]CT\��������B�������aa5��
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Are Ferrets Banned in Your Country?
TANYA HUFFMAN • UPDATED: APR 7, 2023 4:14 AM EDT

Why Are Ferrets Banned in Some Areas?

It is believed that most domesticated ferrets came from the polecat in Western and Eastern Europe. Therefore, they
are not native to many other countries. Canada has a native species—the black-footed ferret—but these were not
the type that became domesticated as pets.

Since domesticated ferrets were imported to most countries, they may be seen as pests. Unfortunately, many
people would set them free, and in some areas, ferrets overpopulated. It is because of this that some areas decided
that banning ferrets was the best option.

Other areas and cities feel that these are exotic pets that are potentially harmful and vicious. This is a
misunderstanding of ferret behaviour. Yes, ferrets can bite, but so do cats and dogs. Many people have come
together and are working on having these laws changed; they are hoping to educate people about ferrets.

Are Ferrets Exotic Pets?

Even though they are easily available, ferrets are considered exotic pets. An animal is considered exotic if they are
not native to the location—regardless of if they have been born and raised in captivity. However, the term is used
loosely, as even some native species are considered exotic. The ferret has become a very popular pet for many
people, but now countries, states and provinces feel that they shouldn't be kept as pets.

Pet ferrets can be found all over the world, but it is important to know whether you can legally keep them or not. This
is an overview of some countries' laws, but please check your local laws before getting your fuzzy little friend.

United States

In the United States, each state is allowed to govern its own laws about owning a ferret. The regulations are quite
varied across all the states. These can range from no regulations to vaccine requirements to straight-up bans.
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Exhibit F Legal Status of Ferrets in 48 States



Keep in mind that just because there are no regulations on ferrets in some states, they will likely still have
regulations on cats, dogs and other pets.

Finally, New York City has banned ferrets as pets, even though New York allows them.

Ferret Laws and Regulations by State

No Regulations Minor Regulations Banned

Alabama Colorado California

Alaska Florida District of Columbia

Arizona Georgia Hawaii

Arkansas Idaho

Connecticut Illinois

Delaware Indiana

Louisiana Iowa

Mississippi Kansas

Missouri Kentucky

Montana Maine

New Mexico Maryland

North Carolina Massachusetts



Australia and New Zealand

No Regulations Minor Regulations Banned

North Dakota Michigan

Oregon Minnesota

Pennsylvania Nebraska

South Carolina Nevada .

Tennessee New Hampshire

West Virgina New York (excluding NYC, which has banned them as pets)

Ohio

Oklahoma

Rhode Island

South Dakota

Utah

Vermont

Virginia

Washington

Wisconsin

Wyoming
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The ferret is not native to Australia and New Zealand, so their regulations are tight. Locations that allow ferrets have
strict licensing requirements.

New Zealand is a bit different. It is now illegal to sell, buy or breed ferrets there. However, individuals who had
ferrets before these laws went into place in 2002 were allowed to keep them. In addition, a select group of people is
given a special permit that allows them to keep pet ferrets for hunting rabbits.

Around the World

It can be tough to find where ferrets are allowed in other countries. From my current research, I've been able to
make this list of where ferrets are allowed:

Canada

Germany

Hungary

Japan

Peru

Singapore

Banned Minor Regulations

Queensland Victoria

Northern Territory New South Wales

Western Australia Australian Capital Territory

New Zealand
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United Kingdom

Venezuela

Good places to get more information about ferrets in your area are your local government and bylaw offices or your
local SPCA/animal rescue. These places should have the latest information or be able to point you in the right
direction.

Want to Help Legalize Ferrets?

Ferret Organizations & Shelters
Index of ferret clubs, shelters, and other organizations in the US and elsewhere.

Legalize Ferrets in California
Want to help get Ferrets legalized in California? Check out information here.

Sources

Nature Canada: Black-Footed Ferret

Facts About Ferrets

This article is accurate and true to the best of the author’s knowledge. It is not meant to substitute for diagnosis,
prognosis, treatment, prescription, or formal and individualized advice from a veterinary medical professional.
Animals exhibiting signs and symptoms of distress should be seen by a veterinarian immediately.

Comments

Cats on October 27, 2019:

I don't see how they justify banning ferrets, but not cats that do more damage to wildlife.

ferret on October 23, 2019:

ferret

Adrian on May 17, 2019:
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I LOVE FERRETS

Ethel Smith from Kingston-Upon-Hull on October 15, 2018:

Interesting. As I am in the U.K. I had not realsied ferrets were banned in some places.
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Exhibit G Lack of Feral Ferret Populations
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